The subject of the book is the annual pilgrimage which is made to the shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes, and we have a minutely detailed account of the events of the five days which elapse from the time of leaving Paris till the return of the pilgrims to their starting point. Incidentally there is introduced a complete history of the origin of the shrine, and of its growth in popularity and wealth. In consequence, the reader who opens the book with a consciousness of knowing very little about the shrine or the pilgrimage, finishes it with such a complete knowledge of both that he may even begin to wonder if he has not actually been present and taken part in it all.
The pilgrims from Paris are travelling by the white train, which is specially set apart for the transport of invalids. It is a moving hospital with three hundred patients, each one of whom is supposed to be beyond the reach of ordinary medical aid. The 
